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It vfas built by James Wood, of Pittsburgh, to use coke or bitumi-
nous coal, and was put in blast in 1858. It was finally blown out
in 1867 or 1868.

Prior to 1845 there were only a few furnaces in the Shenango
valley, all charcoal, one of the oldest of which was Springfield
furnace, half a mile from Leesburg, and seven miles southeast of
Mercer, built in 1837 and active in 1849. Day, in 1843, says:
" two furnaces were wrought formerly, but have since been aban-
doned," and in confirmation of this statement we may quote the
geographer, Joseph Scott, who says that in 1806 " a forge and
furnace are now nearly erected " at New Castle. The first furnace
in Lawrence county of which we have satisfactory information was
Martha, at New Castle, built in 1844 to use charcoal. In 1849
it was owned by Power & Sons, and was soon afterwards aban-
doned. Cossallo rolling-mill was built at New Castle in 1842, by
the Cossallo Iron Company, and Orizaba, at the same place, in
1847, by Peebles & Co. In 1845, and soon afterwards, several
furnaces were built in this valley to use its splint coal in the raw
state, particular mention of which/owing to their modern origin,
is not deemed necessary. In 1876 there were 32 such furnaces
in the valley, besides several rolling-mills.

We are able to fix the date of the erection of the first furnace
in the once important but now neglected ironmakitog district com-
posed of Armstrong, Butler, Clarion, Venango, and other north-
western counties. This event took place in the year 1818^ when
Bear Creek furnace, in Armstrong county, one mile from Xawrencer
burg in Butler county, was commenced by Buggies, Stackpole &
Whiting, who then owned the Pittsburgh rolling-mill. In the
following year, owing to the failure of this firm, it passed uncom-
pleted into the hands of Baldwin, Robinson,. McMckle & Beltz-
hoover, and was probably purchased by them to supply pig metal
to their rolling-mill at Pittsburgh. The furnace went into opera-
tion in 1819. It was abandoned long before 1850, but was run-
ning in 1832, in which year Gordon says it was owned by Henry
Baldwin, Esq., and was reputed to be the largest furnace in the
United States, having made forty tons of iron a week. The build-
ing of this furnace was superintended by Thomas C. Lewis, the
projector of Colonel Isaac Meason's rolling-mill on Redstone creek,
in Fayette county. The furnace was built to use coke, with steam-
power. Its first blast was with this fuel, but the Wast was too weak,
and the furnace chilled after two or three tons of iron had been